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uh.edu/socialwork 

 
COURSE TITLE/SECTION: SOCW 7367 (18329) Advanced Social Policy Analysis 
 
TIME: Mondays 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. ROOM: SW 107A 
 
FACULTY: Chloe Walker, JD, MSW  OFFICE HOURS: By appointment 
 
E-mail: chloew@tahirih.org    Phone: 713-714-1121   
 

 
I. Course 
 

A. Description 
Provides skills of policy analysis for assessing the safety net and other U.S. social 
policies, the impact of policy on disadvantaged individuals and communities, and 
comparative social welfare policies. 

 
B. Purpose 
This course is the required advanced social welfare policy course. The course 
examines alternative models of policy development and applies them to current 
issues in social welfare. It emphasizes frameworks for policy research and 
secondary analysis of governmental data. It provides knowledge of social welfare 
systems and policies, the impact of policy on clients and communities, and the 
skills of policy analysis as a means to achieving social and economic justice for 
oppressed groups. A comparative perspective is included. 

 
II. Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to 
 

1.   delineate skills in initiating, formulating, implementing and evaluating social 
welfare policies and programs; 

2.   demonstrate knowledge of several models of social policy and program 
analysis; 

3. contrast philosophies and approaches to social welfare policy across distinct 
cultural contexts; 

4. describe how political and legislative processes influence social welfare policy 
and program development;

5. demonstrate ways in which social work professionals can use policy analysis to 
affect the formulation, implementation and modification of social policies and 
service delivery systems; 

6. demonstrate an understanding of how social welfare policy formulation and 
program development may exclude oppressed groups from participation, and 
how full participation can be insured; 

7. demonstrate an understanding of how social welfare policy may be used to 
advance or hinder the pursuit of social and economic justice; 

http://www.uh.edu/socialwork
mailto:spritzker@uh.edu
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8. demonstrate the successful application of secondary data sources in the 
analysis of social welfare policies and services; and 

9. demonstrate critical thinking skills in assessing social need, developing 
potential social welfare policies and program options, and evaluating current 
social welfare policies.  

 

III. Course Content  
This course will include the following topical (content) areas: 
 
1. overview of social policy; 
2. governmental social insurance and income maintenance programs; 
3. fields of policy practice;  
4. alternative welfare programs; 
5. the use and application of data sources to analyze policies; and 
6. assessing need, developing policy and program options, and evaluating current 

policies.  
 

IV. Course Structure  
Class formats will vary from session to session, depending on session content. 
Interactive lectures and discussion will be the primary formats; however, in-class 
exercises, guest speakers, and peer presentations may play a role in class 
instruction. Students are expected to complete all readings as assigned, as they 
are a major source of learning in this course.   
 
The professor reserves the right to alter readings, course topics, and 
assignments as needed to better accommodate learning goals and time 
constraints. 

 

V. Readings 
Readings are required as noted in the syllabus, and as assigned during the course 
of the semester. Readings will be available on Blackboard or distributed by the 
professor.  
 
Please note that readings have been purposefully selected to strengthen students’ 
critical thinking and encourage healthy classroom debate; it is not expected that 
students (or the professor) will agree with all perspectives presented. 

 
To stay abreast of current issues, students should read at least one daily 
newspaper, reflecting diverse political viewpoints, such as: The Texas Tribune, 
The Houston Chronicle, The Washington Post, The New York Times, and The Wall 
Street Journal; or international sources, such as BBC News. Students are 
encouraged to bring articles to class that complement our class discussions or post 
them to Blackboard for online discussion. 
 
 



 

SOCW 7367, Section 18329, Fall 2017        Page 3 

VI. Course Requirements 
The final grade for this course will be based on the following assignments: 
 
1) Class Participation – 10 points 
 
2) Reading Responses – 10 points 
 
3) Assignments Focused on Your Individually-Selected Policy Problem 
   
  Critical Analyses: 

- Social Problem Identification (DUE DATE: 9/18) – 15 pts. 
- Comparative Analyses  

o Part One (DUE DATE 10/16) – 10 pts. 
o Parts Two and Three (DUE DATE 11/6) – 20 pts. 

 
  Policy Analysis Brief – 20 points  
  (DUE DATE: 12/4, by 6:00 p.m.) 
 
4) Policy Advocacy Project and Presentation – 15 points  
  (DUE DATE: 11/20) 
 
6) Extra Credit – up to 2 points 
  Option 1: Current Policy Issues – up to 1 pt. each 

 Option 2: Attending a GCSW policy-insiders event or Volunteering at 
NASW/TX conference – up to 1 pt.  

  (DUE DATE: 11/20) 
 
Assignment details are provided at the end of this syllabus. All assignments are 
due by the dates specified above. All assignments due on class meeting days 
are due before the start of the class session that day. Late submissions will be 
accepted for all assignments except the Reading Responses; however, the grade 
value will be reduced by 10% for each day late, including turning in an 
assignment after the time deadline on the day it is due. The professor reserves the 
right to require any student to consult the Writing Center regarding assignments in 
this course. 

 
VII. Evaluation and Grading 

The following standard grading scale has been adopted for all courses in the 
College: 

 
 A  = 96-100% of the points  C+ = 76-79.9% 

  A- = 92-95.9%   C    = 72-75.9% 
  B+= 88-91.9%   C-   = 68-71.9% 
  B  = 84-87.9%   D    = 64-67.9% 
  B- = 80-83.9%   F     = Below 64% 
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VIII. Policy on grades of I (Incomplete)   
 

The grade of "I" (Incomplete) is a conditional and temporary grade given when 
students are either (a) passing a course or (b) still have a reasonable chance of 
passing in the judgment of the instructor but, for non-academic reasons beyond 
their control have not completed a relatively small part of all requirements. 
Students are responsible for informing the instructor immediately of the reasons for 
not submitting an assignment on time or not taking an examination. Students must 
contact the instructor of the course in which they receive an “I” grade to make 
arrangements to complete the course requirements. Students should not re-
register for the same course in a following semester in order to complete the 
incomplete requirements. 
 
The grade of "I" must be changed by fulfillment of course requirements within one 
year of the date awarded or it will be changed automatically to an "F" (or to a "U" 
[Unsatisfactory] in S/U graded courses). The instructor may require a time period 
of less than one year to fulfill course requirements, and the grade may be changed 
by the instructor at any time to reflect work completed in the course. The grade of 
"I" may not be changed to a grade of W.  

 

IX. Policy on academic dishonesty and plagiarism  
Please click the link below for the full explanation of the Academic Honesty policy 
and procedure  
Policy: http://www.uh.edu/provost/policies/honesty/_documents-honesty/academic-
honesty-policy.pdf  
Definitions: 

 
“Academic dishonesty” means employing a method or technique or engaging in 
conduct in an academic endeavor that contravenes the standards of ethical integrity 
expected at the University of Houston or by a course instructor to fulfill any and all 
academic requirements. Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to, the 
following:  

 
Plagiarism  

a. Representing as one’s own work the work of another without acknowledging 
the source (plagiarism). Plagiarism includes copying verbatim text from the 
literature, whether printed or electronic, in all assignments including field. 

 
Cheating and Unauthorized Group Work  

b. Openly cheating in an examination, as copying from another’s paper; c. 
Being able to view during an examination, quiz or any in-class assignment an 
electronic device that allows communication with another person, access to 
unauthorized material, access to the internet, or the ability to capture an 
image, unless expressly permitted by the instructor; 

d. Using and/or possessing “crib notes,” as unauthorized use of notes or the 

like to aid in answering questions during an examination;  

http://www.uh.edu/provost/policies/honesty/_documents-honesty/academic-honesty-policy.pdf
http://www.uh.edu/provost/policies/honesty/_documents-honesty/academic-honesty-policy.pdf
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e. Giving or receiving unauthorized aid during an examination, such as trading 

examinations, whispering answers, and passing notes, and using electronic 

devices to transmit or receive information;  

f. Securing another to take a test in the student’s place. Both the student taking 
the test for another and the student registered in the course are at fault;  
 

Fabrication, Falsification, and Misrepresentation  
g. Changing answers or grades on a test that has been returned to a student in 

an attempt to claim instructor error;  
h. Using another’s laboratory results as one’s own, whether with or without the 

permission of the owner;  
i. Falsifying results in laboratory experiments;  
j. Misrepresenting academic records or achievements as they pertain to course 

prerequisites or corequisites for the purpose of enrolling or remaining in a 
course for which one is not eligible;  

k. Representing oneself as a person who has earned a degree without having 
earned that particular degree  
 

Stealing and Abuse of Academic Materials  
l. Stealing, as theft of tests or grade books, from faculty offices or elsewhere, 

or knowingly using stolen tests or materials in satisfaction of exams, papers, 
or other assignments; this includes the removal of items posted for use by 
the students;  

m. Mutilating or stealing library materimaterials; misshelving materials with the 
intent to reduce accessibility to other students;  
 

Complicity in Academic Dishonesty  
n. Failing to report to the instructor or departmental hearing officer an incident 

which the student believes to be a violation of the academic honesty policy;  
Academic Misconduct  

o. Any other conduct which a reasonable person in the same or similar 
circumstances would recognize as dishonest or improper in an academic 
setting. 
 

Process: 
Students shall have the responsibility of reporting incidents of alleged 
academic dishonesty to the instructor of record involved or to the appropriate 
authority if the alleged act is not associated with a specific class within 5 
class days of the incident. Faculty or instructor of record shall have the 
responsibility of reporting incidents of alleged academic dishonesty through 
their college hearing officer within 5 class days of the incident. The faculty 
should include the recommended sanction in the report. The college hearing 
officer will notify the student of the report and recommended sanction. The 
student can accept the sanction and waive a hearing or request a college 
hearing. A hearing shall be set within 10 days and would be consist of two 
faculty and three students chosen by the hearing officer.  
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X. Course Schedule and Assignments 
 

Session 1.  August 21 Course overview 

 

Session 2.  August 28 Defining social problems 

 

Chambers, D. (2000). Analyzing the social problem 

background of social policies and social programs. In 

Social Policy and Programs: A Method for the Practical 

Public Policy Analyst (pp. 7-30). New York: Macmillan. 

 

Staller, K.M. (2010). Social problem construction and its 

impact on program and policy responses. In S.B. 

Kamerman, S. Phipps, & A. Ben-Arieh, From Child 

Welfare to Child Well-Being. (pp. 151-171). Springer. 

 

Stone, D. (1997). Symbols. In Policy Paradox: The Art of 

Political Decision Making (pp. 138-162). New York: W.W. 

Norton & Company. 

 

Suggested reading: 

Jordan-Zachery, J.S. (2001). Black womanhood and social 

welfare policy: The influence of her image on policy 

making.  Race Relations Abstracts, 26, 3, 5-24. 

 

BRING TO CLASS THE SOCIAL PROBLEM YOU 

THINK YOU WILL BE STUDYING THIS 

SEMESTER.  

 

Labor Day, September 4 NO CLASS 

 

Session 3.  September 11 Social workers in the policy arena 

      

Pritzker, S. (2016). Promoting election-related policy 

practice among social work students. Journal of Social 

Work Education, Online First. (SKIM, focus especially pp. 

12-27) 

 

Read at least two of the following three articles: 

1. Amidei, N. (2008). Public policy advocacy: Five steps, 

five strategies, five things to remember, pp 1-8. Seattle, 

WA: Washington State Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence. 

 

2. Bird, M. (2015). Social justice advocacy in the belly of 

the beast: An illustration of policy change for social 
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work. Affilia: Journal of Women and Social Work, 1-6. 

 

3. Freeman, I. C. (2004, Spring). Advocacy in aging         

policy: Working the bills on Capitol Hill(s).                 

Generations, 28, 41-47. 

 

Suggested reading: 

 Stuart, P. (1999). Linking clients and policy: Social work’s 

distinctive contribution: Social Work, 44, 4, 335-347. 

 

Session 4.  September 18 Frameworks for policy analysis 

Bowen, E. & Murshid, N.S. (2015). Trauma-informed 

social policy: A conceptual framework for policy analysis 

and advocacy. American Journal of Public Health, pp. e1-

e6. 

 

Graves, S.M. (2013). Legislating victim offender dialogue: 

A value-rich policy analysis. Victims and Offenders, 8, 

357-372. 

 

Moye, J. & Rinker. (2002). It’s a hard knock life. Harvard 

Journal on Legislation, 39, 375-394. 

 

SOCIAL PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION PAPER DUE  

 

Session 5.  September 25 Researching policy – MEET IN LIBRARY, ROOM 10-F 

(Basement Level of M.D. Anderson Library) 

 

Prior to class, review: http://guides.lib.uh.edu/socialpolicy 

 

 

Session 6.  October 2 Social welfare in historical perspective 

 

Katz, M. (2010). The American welfare state and social 

contract in hard times. Journal of Policy History, 22, 508-

529. 

 

Peterson, M.A. (2011). It was a different time: Obama and 

the unique opportunity for health care reform: Journal of 

Health Politics, Policy and Law, 36, 3, 429-436. 

 

Suggested reading: 

 Hudson, R. B. (2005). The new political environment in 

aging: Challenges to policy and practice. Families in 

Society: The Journal of Contemporary Social Services, 86, 

321-327. 

http://guides.lib.uh.edu/socialpolicy
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Session 7.  October 9 Value debates in social welfare policy: Social welfare in 

social, political, economic, cultural context 

 

Perrucci, R and Perrucci, C. (2014). The good society: Core 

social values, social norms and public policy. Sociological 

Forum, 29, 245-258. 

 

Thyer, B. A. (2010). Social justice: A conservative 

perspective, Journal of Comparative Social Welfare, 26, 2, 

261 – 274. 

 

Students will be assigned to one of two teams, and will be 

expected to read a set of brief newspaper articles, op-eds, 

and policy briefs corresponding to the selected topic. 

Specific readings TBD: 

 

1) Topic 1 - TBD 

 

2) Topic 2 - TBD 

 

LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE – TUESDAY 

(OCTOBER 10) 

 

NASW/TX CONFERENCE OCT 5-7, GALVESTON, 

TX 

 

Session 8.  October 16 Policy formulation and implementation 

    

McDonnell, L.M. & Elmore, R.F. (1987). Getting the job 

done: Alternative policy instruments. Educational 

Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 9, 2, 133-152. 

 

Read at least one of the following two articles: 

1. Ash, A. (2013). A cognitive mask? Camouflaging 

dilemmas in street-level policy implementation to 

safeguard older people from abuse. British Journal of 

Social Work, 43, 99-115. 

 

2. Meyers, M., Glaser, B. & MacDonald, K. (1998). On 

the front lines of welfare delivery: Are workers 

implementing policy reforms? Journal of Policy 

Analysis and Management, 17, 1-22. 

 

COMPARATIVE POLICY ANALYSIS PART ONE 
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DUE  

 

Session 9.  October 23 Understanding policy impacts; inclusion and exclusion in 

policy 

    

Constance-Huggins, M. (2011). A review of the racial 

biases of social welfare policies. Journal of Human 

Behavior in the Social Environment, 21,  871-887. 

 

Devins, C. & Kauffman, S. (2012). Laws of unintended 

consequences: A warning to policymakers.  

http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2012/06/18/155278557/

laws-of-unintended-consequence-a-warning-to-policy-

makers 

 

Read and/or listen to at least one of the following two 

selections: 

1. Hitt, J. (2015). Police shootings won’t stop unless we 

also stop shaking down black people. Mother Jones. 

http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/07/police-

shootings-traffic-stops-excessive-fines 

 

2. The Diane Rehm Show. (2015, Sept. 16). Housing 

discrimination, racial segregation, and poverty in 

America. http://thedianerehmshow.org/shows/2015-09-

16/housing-discrimination-racial-segregation-and-

poverty-in-america 

 

Session 10.  October 30 Addressing poverty: Public assistance, social insurance 

and tax policy 

 

All students read: 

Center for Public Policy Priorities. (2013). Poverty 101. 

http://www.forabettertexas.org/images/EO_2013_09_Pover

ty101.pdf 

 

Students will also select one of the following three sets of 

articles to read prior to the class session: 

 

Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 

Lower-Basch, E. (2011). Cash assistance since welfare 

reform. [TANF Policy Brief]. Washington, D.C.: Center for 

Law and Social Policy. pp. 1-4. 

 

Farrell, M., Rich, S., Turner, L., Seith, D., & Bloom, D. 

(2008). Welfare time limits: An update on state policies, 

http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2012/06/18/155278557/laws-of-unintended-consequence-a-warning-to-policy-makers
http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2012/06/18/155278557/laws-of-unintended-consequence-a-warning-to-policy-makers
http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2012/06/18/155278557/laws-of-unintended-consequence-a-warning-to-policy-makers
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/07/police-shootings-traffic-stops-excessive-fines
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/07/police-shootings-traffic-stops-excessive-fines
http://thedianerehmshow.org/shows/2015-09-16/housing-discrimination-racial-segregation-and-poverty-in-america
http://thedianerehmshow.org/shows/2015-09-16/housing-discrimination-racial-segregation-and-poverty-in-america
http://thedianerehmshow.org/shows/2015-09-16/housing-discrimination-racial-segregation-and-poverty-in-america
http://www.forabettertexas.org/images/EO_2013_09_Poverty101.pdf
http://www.forabettertexas.org/images/EO_2013_09_Poverty101.pdf
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implementation, and effects on families. Washington, D.C.: 

The Lewin Group and MDRC. [Executive Summary only]. 

 

Mitchell, T. (2003). If I survive, it will be despite welfare 

reform: Reflections of a former welfare student. In V. 

Adair & S. Dahlberg, Reclaiming class: Women, poverty, 

and the promise of Higher Education in America. (pp. 113-

118). Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press.  

 

Social Security 

Wald, M. (2012). Social Security: A brief overview. [Fact 

Sheet #253]. Washington, DC: AARP Public Policy 

Institute, pp. 1-7.  

 

Gonyea, J. & Hooyman (2005). Reducing poverty among 

older women: Social security reform and gender equity. 

Families in Society, 86, 338-346. 

 

Halliwell, P., Gassoumis, Z., & Wilber, KI. (2007). Social 

Security reform: Implications for Latino retirees. [Latinos 

Social Security Policy Brief] Los, Angeles, CA: UCLA 

Center for Policy Research on Aging, pp. 1-4.  

 

Earned Income Tax Credit 

Berlin, G. (2009). Transforming the EITC to reduce 

poverty and inequality. Pathways. Stanford, CA: Stanford 

Center on Poverty and Inequality, pp. 1-5.  

 

Finzel, R., Flores, Q., & Rossiter, C. (2012). Tax credits for 

working families: Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). 

Denver, CO: National Conference of State Legislatures, 

pp.1-7.  

 

Lim, Y., DeJohn, T.V., & Murray, D. (2012). Free Tax 

Assistance and the Earned Income Tax Credit: Vital 

resources for social workers and low-income 

families. Social Work, 57, 1-10. 

 

Session 11.  November 6 Social welfare: An international view  

 

Gatenio Gabel, S. (2012). Social protection and children in 

developing countries. Children and Youth Services Review, 

34, 537-545. 

 

Gilbert, N. (2012). A comparative study of child welfare 

systems: Abstract orientations and concrete results. 
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Children and Youth Services Review, 34, 532-536. 

 

 COMPARATIVE POLICY ANALYSIS PARTS TWO 

AND THREE DUE  

 

 ELECTION DAY (LOCAL ELECTIONS)- 

NOVEMBER 7 

 

Session 12.  November 13 Health and mental health policy 

      

Altman, D. and Frist, W. (2015). Medicare and Medicaid at 

50 Years Perspectives of Beneficiaries, Health Care 

Professionals and Institutions, and Policy Makers. JAMA. 

314(4):384-395.  

 

Burnam, M., Meredith, L., Tanielian, T. & Jaycox, L. 

(2009). Mental health care for Iraq and Afghanistan War 

Veterans. Health Affairs, 28, 3, 771-782. 

 

Kaiser Family Foundation. (2013) Summary of the 

Affordable Care Act. http://kff.org/health-reform/fact-

sheet/summary-of-the-affordable-care-act/ 

 

Goodwyn, W. (2015). Texas politicians and businesses 

feud over Medicaid expansion. 

http://www.npr.org/sections/health-

shots/2015/05/29/410520561/texas-politicians-and-

businesses-feud-over-medicaid-expansion 

 

Suggested Readings 

Shern, D., Beronio, K., Harbin, H. (2009). After parity – 

what’s next. Health Affairs, 28, 3, 660-662. 

 

Session 13.  November 20 Effectively advocating for policy change 

 

 POLICY ADVOCACY PRESENTATIONS 

 

Session 14.  November 27 Course wrap-up  

 

POLICY ADVOCACY PRESENTATIONS 

 

December 4 NO CLASS 

 

 POLICY ANALYSIS BRIEF DUE BY 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

http://kff.org/health-reform/fact-sheet/summary-of-the-affordable-care-act/
http://kff.org/health-reform/fact-sheet/summary-of-the-affordable-care-act/
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/05/29/410520561/texas-politicians-and-businesses-feud-over-medicaid-expansion
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/05/29/410520561/texas-politicians-and-businesses-feud-over-medicaid-expansion
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/05/29/410520561/texas-politicians-and-businesses-feud-over-medicaid-expansion
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XII.  Americans with Disabilities Statement:  
The University of Houston System complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, pertaining to the 
provision of reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids for students with a 
disability. In accordance with Section 504 and ADA guidelines, each University 
within the System strives to provide reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids 
to students who request and require them. If you believe that you have a disability 
requiring an academic adjustments/auxiliary aid, please contact the UH Center for 
Disabilities at 713-743-5400. 

 

XIII. Counseling and Psychological Services 

 
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) can help students who are having 
difficulties managing stress, adjusting to college, or feeling sad and hopeless. You 
can reach CAPS  (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713-743-5454 during and after 
business hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. 
Also, there is no appointment necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, which is a 
drop-in consultation service at convenient locations and hours around campus. 
http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html. 

 

XIV. Addenda: 
 

Consultation. Scheduled office hours are indicated on page 1 of this syllabus.  
Office hours may be arranged by appointment – please contact me by email to 
schedule appointment times.  If I am not available to meet with you on campus, I 
can make arrangements to be available by phone or Skype.  I encourage students 
to meet with me to discuss assignment topics, questions related to course content, 
or other topics that arise as a result of course content, assignments, and 
discussions. 

 
Course expectations. Regular, on-time attendance is expected; absences will be 
reflected in your class participation grade. If you cannot attend class, you are 
expected to inform me in advance. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to 
contact fellow students to obtain missed information. 

 
Blackboard. The course information and readings are posted on this course’s 
Blackboard site. Please use Blackboard to submit all assignments and follow 
course announcements. Do not email me your assignments or hand them to 
me in person.  Students are encouraged to post and discuss links or articles 
relevant to course content in order to strengthen the course learning environment. 

 
Electronic Devices. You are expected to conduct yourself as a professional in this 
class. Distractions should be kept to a minimum; cell phones should be turned off 
before class; laptops may be used to type notes, and to further contribution to the 
class. If the use of laptops becomes distracting, professor reserves the right to limit 
their use.   

http://www.uh.edu/caps
https://legacy.central.uh.edu/owa/redir.aspx?REF=13JLitcJPzrRfUs23nLajNUZJozBVkQURrJtRxTM6NPjLzgoGMPUCAFodHRwOi8vd3d3LnVoLmVkdS9jYXBzL291dHJlYWNoL2xldHNfdGFsay5odG1s
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Course Assignments 

 

The final grade for this course will be based on the following assignments: 

 

1) Class Participation and Preparedness – 10 points.   

Active class participation is expected, and is necessary for optimal student learning. We learn 

from each other; thus, students are expected to come prepared to discuss the weekly readings, as 

well as broader themes and/or current events that arise around each session’s topic. Debate and 

discussion of different perspectives is expected; however, students are expected to demonstrate 

respectful conduct towards one another.  

 

Your participation will be assessed using the following criteria:  

 

 supporting flow of discussion (sharing appropriate and relevant content, reading and 

integrating weekly readings, integrating relevant field experiences, and furthering 

classroom discussion of session topics);  

 

 active listening; and  

 

 being respectful in comments and action (including regular attendance and arriving on 

time). 

 

2) Reading Responses – 10 points. 
There are 10 class sessions during the course of the semester for which readings are assigned. 

For each of these sessions, a prompt question based on the week’s readings will be provided on 

Blackboard. Each student is responsible for picking seven of these sessions (you may choose any 

seven sessions from among Sessions 2-3, 5-12).  

 

For each of the seven sessions you select, you are expected to take no more than about 10 

minutes prior to class to write down your thoughts in response to the prompt question, based on 

the week’s readings. Responses should be about ½-1 page in length.  

 

Students must type the response and submit via Blackboard before class start to receive credit.  

Responses submitted after 6:00 p.m. on the day of the reading will not count as one of the 7 

responses. The responses will be assessed based on students’ comprehension and critical 

application of key concepts from the week’s readings.  

 

(DUE: EACH OF SEVEN CLASS SESSIONS OF YOUR CHOICE, by 6:00 p.m. VIA 

BLACKBOARD) 

 

3) Assignments Focused on Your Individually-Selected Policy Problem 

All assignments in this category (the Critical Analyses and the Policy Analysis Brief) will focus 

on the same problem and policy, selected by the student. Assignments will be graded based on: 

1. Adherence to the required elements of the assignment. 

2. Quality of analysis and the depth of understanding of the topic. 
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3. Logical and well-organized presentation of your arguments, and conclusions that are 

clearly drawn from your arguments. 

4. Appropriate use of references in all written work, using sources beyond those provided 

by the instructor. It is your responsibility to ensure all sources you cite are credible. 

5. Appropriate grammar and spelling, and evidence the assignment has been proofread. 

 

Students are expected to follow the 6th edition of the APA Publication Manual, use 12 pt. font 

and 1” margins, and indicate page numbers. Upload all assignments to the course Blackboard 

site by the specified dates and times. 

 

Critical analyses.   

 

1) Social problem identification – 15 points.   
 Each student is expected to identify a social problem of interest or concern to you based on 

your social work practice experience. This problem will serve as the basis for all written 

assignments throughout the semester. In approximately 4 double-spaced pages, not including 

a cover page or the reference page(s), your paper must:  

 

a) provide a clear definition of the problem as you see it,  

 

b) objectively discuss the scope and magnitude of the problem (e.g., how extensive is the 

problem, how many people are affected, which demographic groups)  

 

c) discuss in an objective manner what are the root causes of this problem, 

 

d) objectively describe the specific positive and negative effects of this problem for 

individuals, families, groups, and society,  

 

e) explain why this problem is of interest to you based on your practice experience, and 

discuss why you believe it is worthy of policy attention,   

 

f) discuss 1-2 examples of “symbols” (with references) commonly used by members of 

the public, the media, or politicians in discussing their own definition of this problem, 

 

g) identify a policy addressing this problem that you think you would like to study over 

the course of the semester.  

 

This paper must be well-referenced, using appropriate resources to support your arguments. 

 

**I encourage anyone who is struggling to narrow down or define your problem to schedule a 

meeting with me, before completing your Social Problem Identification assignment.** 
 

(DUE: 9/18, by 6:00 p.m.) 

 

2) Comparative policy analysis 
If you are studying a state or local policy, identify a policy from another state or municipal 

government which takes a different approach to addressing the problem you identified in your 
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Social Problem Identification paper. If you are studying a national policy, identify a policy from 

a different country that addresses the same problem. The assignment includes both completion of 

a table and a narrative discussion: 

 

 Part One (DUE: 10/16, by 6:00 p.m.) – 10 points: 

a) Fill out Part One of the table provided on Blackboard to compare the context and goals 

for each policy. The table can be completed using bullet points. The content of the table 

must be written in your own words.  

 

b) A preliminary reference list with resources for the policy of interest in both 

states/countries must be attached. 

 

Parts Two and Three (DUE: 11/6 by 6:00 p.m.) – 20 points: 
c) Fill out Part Two of the table provided on Blackboard describing key elements of both 

policies. The table can be completed using bullet points. The content of the table must be 

written in your own words.  

 

d) Part Three consists of a narrative discussion, in 3-4 paragraphs: 

 

a. Identify and discuss the similarities and differences between the two policies. 

b. Explain why you think these similarities and differences exist. 

c. Discuss what you have learned through your comparison of the two policies. 

 

A minimum of 4-5 credible sources must be used in the Comparative Policy Analysis. All 

sources of information both in the table and in the narrative must be cited.  

 

**Identify your comparison policy as early as possible – if you are struggling to identify a 

comparison policy, please schedule a meeting with me or with Irene Ke, the Social Work 

Librarian.** 

 

Policy analysis brief – 20 points.   
The final brief will focus specifically on analyzing the primary policy you have been studying all 

semester. It will build off of your Critical Analyses and the feedback you have received from the 

instructor during the semester, and will require modifying the style of how your information is 

presented in order to communicate effectively about your policy to a policymaker. 

 

As the name suggests, policy briefs are short documents, approximately 2-3 single-spaced pages, 

focused on providing the most essential information about a policy and recommendations for 

policy change.  Briefs provide important information on-demand for policy makers who are often 

too busy to read detailed lengthy documents. However, the best policy briefs entice readers to 

want to find out more. Tips for the assignment will be provided in class. 

 

The brief must include the following elements: 

a) specification of the problem the policy seeks to address and a brief summary of its scope 

and magnitude, 
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b) description of the policy and its key elements, 

 

c) analysis of at least 2 strengths and 2 weaknesses of the policy, following a policy analysis 

framework of your choosing, 

 

d) a thorough explanation of at least 2 specific, actionable recommendations that a 

policymaker could work to implement into law that would improve the policy, and  

 

e) an effective justification as to why each of these two recommendations would be 

successful and should be supported. 

 

Relevant, current data and citations must be used to support your major points throughout the 

brief.  

 

(DUE 12/4, by 6:00 p.m.) 

 

4) Policy Advocacy Project and Presentation – 15 points.   
Students may complete this assignment individually or in teams of up to three students. Students 

will engage in at least 2-3 forms of political action outside of GCSW to advocate for a specific 

candidate of your choice or for a specific policy change to promote social, political, 

environmental, or economic justice. Students are responsible for selecting their own desired 

policy change. Political actions may be in the form of phone calls, letter-writing, campaign 

volunteering (phone calls, door-to-door canvassing, etc.), testimony presentation, rally 

attendance, meeting with a legislator, etc.  

 

Students are strongly encouraged to meet with the professor to receive feedback prior to 

beginning the project. 

  

Students will make 10-15 minute class presentations on the policy advocacy effort at the end of 

the semester. Presentations will be assessed both on the quality of the advocacy project and on 

the strength of the students’ presentation of each of the following elements:  

a) the purpose of your advocacy effort, 

 

b) a clear description of each of the specific policy advocacy activities you engaged in and 

justification for why you chose these specific forms of advocacy action, 

 

c) a description of the target group for your advocacy, and other key participants in the 

effort,  

 

d) an analysis of the degree to which you feel your efforts were effective and why,  

 

e) knowing what you know now, an assessment of how you might have approached your 

advocacy differently to achieve better advocacy outcomes, and  

 

f) an assessment of whether and how this experience impacted your feelings about 

engaging in policy advocacy.   
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Students are expected to provide proof of participation for each action (e.g., photos, letter copies, 

confirmation of an op-ed submission), either directly to the professor or as part of their 

presentation. 

 

Students are expected to dress professionally for their presentations. 

 

(DUE: 11/20) 

 

5) Extra Credit – up to 2 points total 
 

Students may complete one or both of the following extra credit options, for no more than 2 total 

extra credit points in the course: 

 

Option 1: The first segment of most class sessions (except Sessions 6, 13, and 14) will be 

devoted to discussion of current policy issues and events. Students may volunteer to lead this 

discussion no more than twice, for up to 1 Extra Credit point each. To lead the Current 

Policy Issues discussion, students must: 

a) bring a newspaper or newsmagazine article or an audio or video clip (3 minutes or less in 

length only) relevant to current policy issues and events, 

b) provide your perspective on how the current policy issue may impact direct practice, 

c) link the current policy issue to course content, and 

d) lead class discussion of the policy issue in the article/clip.  

 

Each Extra Credit presentation and discussion will be limited to 10 minutes.   

 

If you would like to present a Current Policy Issues during a given class session, please notify 

the professor as soon as possible to get on the schedule. So that I can have your audio/video clip 

up on the computer/projector, please include any clip you’d like to show in your email. If you 

share an article, please bring enough copies of the article for everyone in the class.  

 

So that everyone who wants to has an opportunity to receive Extra Credit, students who have not 

yet shared an article or video clip at that point in the semester will have the first opportunity to 

share each week; otherwise, students will be selected to present on a first-come/first-serve basis. 

 

Option 2: Students may earn up to 1 Extra Credit point for attending and reflecting upon 

one of the following events:  

 Attend a complete Policy Insider Series event at the GCSW 

 Volunteer (4 hour student volunteer slot) at the NASW/TX Conference (must register 

early; limited spots: http://naswtx.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=925228 

 

To earn extra credit, students are expected to submit proof of participation (e.g., a photo) and a 

brief reflection (approximately ½ page) on your experiences participating in the event as a social 

work student. 

 

(DUE 11/20) 

http://naswtx.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=925228
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Assignment Due Dates  

 

Assignment Course Due Dates 

Reading Responses Seven dates of your choice throughout the 

semester 

Critical Analysis 1: Social Problem Identification 9/18 

Critical Analysis 2: Comparative Policy Analysis 

– Part One 

10/16 

Critical Analysis 3: Comparative Policy Analysis 

– Parts Two and Three 

11/6 

Policy Advocacy Project and Presentation 11/20 and 11/27 

Policy Analysis Brief 12/4 

Extra Credit Option 1: Throughout the semester 

Option 2: 11/21 

 

 

 


